




Editorial

César Guerrero
Executive Director

First of all, thank you for having this magazine in 
your hands, whether printed or digital, we really 
hope you enjoy this issue.

It’s always exciting to publish each magazine and in 
this issue number 23 you will find very interesting 
articles.

You’ll learn about the region’s wildlife with articles 
on Ensenada’s bees, the migration of the iconic 
monarch butterfly, the importance of native 
gardens, and the progress of the giant sea bass 
project.

You can also read about the work of the park 
rangers, the first tourism meeting, the benefits of 
protected natural areas and the results of our forest 
fighters campaign.

In addition, you will meet the first generation of 
residents and some of our allies, like Meltí, the 
spokespersons of one of our campaigns.

Publishing this magazine has been possible thanks 
to the support of our donors, please consider 
supporting us and make a gift at 
https://terrapeninsular.org/en/ways-to-give/ 

Thank you!

Photo by Laura Tamayo

Photo by Maru Brito.

Contact us 

Mediterranews is a magazine 
published three times a year 
by Terra Peninsular, a Mexican 
nonprofit organization 
committed to the conservation 
and protection of the wildlife 
and natural ecosystems of Baja 
California. 

Published articles are the sole 
responsibility of their authors. 
Terra Peninsular is not responsible 
for the accuracy or veracity of its 
content or for the corroboration 
of its authorship and authenticity.

• Shipping and mailing address in the 
US: 4630 Border Village Rd. Apt. 1107 
San Ysidro, CA 92173
• Phone number in Mexico: 
+52 01 (646) 177 68 00
• Email: info@terrapeninsular.org
•  Website: www.terrapeninsular.org/en/
mediterranews-magazine/ 

This work is licensed under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.
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It’s About the 
Journey, Not the 
Destination
Interview with Martina Dobesh by Mirna Borrego

• Tell me more about you 
and your experience in 
Baja California

How could you describe your 
new book?

My whole experience was when 
I first came in as a tourist. But 
my sister had fallen in love with 
Baja many years before that. 
She gave me a trip to Cabo San 
Lucas in 1993. It was a rough fli-
ght and I was nervous, but when 
I got off the plane, I stepped 
down and I looked up to tho-
se mountains, and the sun was 
setting. “Oh my God I’m home”, 
that is exactly how I felt. That 
moment that I touched the land 
I was home, and it took a while 
to come down permanently, but 
my life was changed forever. I 
could never think of going back 
to the way of life I was living. So 
from that point, the travel and 
the journey, and some part of 
that is captured in the book Dust 
In My Sandals. There was a lot 
of dust in my sandals, because I 
wanted to really know Baja and 
to know the people.

Dust In My Sandals is from a 
storyteller’s point of view. A 
storyteller tells a story, but within 
the story there is another story. 
And if you are quiet and paying 
attention, if you are reading in 
the present you will get the mes-
sage from the other story that is 
in the obvious story. I traveled to 
Ensenada, that is one story. In-
side the story is how I felt about 
it, who I met, how it changed my 
life, what were the challenges in 
it. All the stories you will find so-
mething like that.

This book can be used as a tra-
vel guide, however as a storyte-
ller it is not about the destina-
tion, but the moment to moment 
appreciation and what I learned 
along the way. Truly, it is the 
heart of the journey. This is what 
I attempt to pass on to the rea-
der. Words carry more than one 
might realize as you read, and 
the intent of a storyteller is to 
transmit the actual experience 
of being in the story. 

Martina Dobesh moved 
permanently to Baja California 
in 2000. She authored her 
first book Call from the Heart 
published in 1992, and she 
recently published Dust In 
My Sandals. She lives a 
quiet life in the small pueblo 
of La Mision as a freelance 
writer, storyteller and intuitive 
consultant.
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Our 
Spokespersons:

Meltí
By  Charlotte Vizzuett

Photos by Roberto Chino

entinels of Baja California find 
inspiration in the natural beauty 
of the peninsula and it motivates 
us to ensure the conservation of 
these natural spaces, from the 

volcanic valley and the undulating channels 
of the San Quintín wetland to the snowy 
mountains of San Pedro Martir.

This year we announced the band Meltí as 
spokespersons for our Sentinels of Baja 
California campaign. Meltí is a Mexican 
band that fuses rhythms of trip-hop, rock, 
jazz and classical melodies inspired by 
the natural beauty and mythology of Baja 
California’s native people. The band also 
narrates the path of Meltí (coyote in kiliwa), a 
creative deity who invites us to explore the 
landscapes and colors of Baja California.

The band members are: César Beltrán on 
bass and voice, Karla Alcocer on violin 
and voice, Joel García on keyboard, voice 
and trumpet and Julio Beltrán on drums. 
They unite their talent to musicalize the 
adventures of Meltí in his exploration of the 
peninsula.

You can listen to Meltí’s music at the Terra 
Peninsular 20th anniversary concert on our 
Facebook page “La Música de la Península”

Thank you for joining your voice with ours, 
with love for Baja California!

MEET OUR ALLIES

S
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Our 
Spokespersons:

“I believe that in many aspects, both to 
create something artistic and in general 
to live, to feel different ways of listening, 
even to myself, to be in a silent place, 
to listen to what is in it; in music I like 
to think about the movement of some 
plants or animals and translate or 
interpret them with a certain rhythm, 
what music would that make or how 
that movement would sound, it inspires 
me to think that I am part of all this with 
a connection with all the living things 
and I think it is reflected when I create 
something.”

“Conservation in these spaces is 
very important because there is 
no equal place, it is something that 
is unmatched, if there were no 
conservation activities this will be 
lost and more than for us, for future 
generations and for other visitors 
who want to enjoy this places it would 
be something very sad these places 
wouldn’t exist anymore.”

“Meltí has a very beautiful relationship 
with Terra Peninsular and we share 
this same passion for nature, these 
places remind me of my childhood 
and are very important, knowing that 
Terra Peninsular is doing everything 
possible to maintain them, take care 
of them; when they invited us to 
participate in this campaign, the only 
answer we had was yes, we didn’t 
doubt it for a second, it was yes, I 
want to do my part to protect nature.”

“For me, nature is everything, 
because everything comes 
from it, everything we have, 
everything we are, what we 
like, what we do, what we 
transform comes from this, 
the earth, without nature we 
would not even be here, for 
me nature is everything.”

-Karla Alcocer

-Joel Mayoral

-César Beltrán

-Julio Beltrán

MEET OUR ALLIES
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First
Internship 
Program

n 2021 we launched the 
Creativity and Resilience 
Laboratory, our first 
internship program. 

This is a unique opportunity in 
which professionals, experts 
and creatives develop projects 
with different approaches in the 
nature reserves that we protect.

For 5 months, the first 
generation of residents lived 
in the Punta Mazo Nature 
Reserve, in San Quintin, where 
they immersed themselves in 
an unparalleled experience in 
favor of the conservation of 
northwestern Mexico.

Internship: marine 
conservation projects

Internship: waste 
management

María Ramírez is from 
Veracruz, and has a Master’s 
Degree in Marine and Coastal 
Ecosystem Management. 
She carried out marine 
conservation projects, 
supported the characterization 
of fishing activities, as well 
as carrying out biological 
monitoring in San Quintin.

Brenda Núñez is from San 
Luis Potosí and studied 
Environmental Engineering. 
She worked on waste 
management and was in 
charge of creating and 
executing a separation 
and recycling program for 
the nature reserves in San 
Quintin and the Sierra de San 
Pedro Martir National Park.

“Collaborating at Terra 
Peninsular has allowed me 
to develop professional skills 
related to the integration 
and synthesis of fishing 
information in a nature 
reserve. Furthermore, this 
experience has allowed me to 
contemplate the scenic beauty 
of San Quintin and learn about 
the flora and fauna associated 
with this natural site.”

“I had the opportunity to 
develop an adequate a waste 
management plan for the Punta 
Mazo Nature Reserve, to live 
day by day with its biodiversity 
and to work with La Chorera, 

the neighboring community, to 
seek joint solutions regarding the 
impact of waste on the health 
of ecosystems and the living 
beings that inhabit it, including 
ourselves. This means a very 
valuable task that can promote 
responsibility and collaboration 
with nature’s own work .”

8
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Internship: environmental 
ethics and outdoor activities

Dzoara Rubio has a Master’s 
Degree in Comprehensive 
Environmental Management 
and is from Ensenada. She was 
in charge of attending groups 
and visitors in the San Quintin 
nature reserves, offered guided 
tours and promoted the Leave 
No Trace principles; she also 
collaborated in the creation of 
the Public Use Program.

“My experience has been very 
rewarding in many ways; 
professionally, I have learned more 
about coastal socio-ecosystems, 
in addition to participating in the 
construction of management tools 
that I have never done before. In a 
personal way, it has been wonderful 
to meet new people with inspiring 
backgrounds, worlds and knowledge 
that nurture my life. Also, it’s very 
relaxing to live in front of the sea”.

ABOUT US

MEET OUR ALLIES
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What Is a 
Park Ranger?

A park ranger is the person 
involved in the protection 
and preservation of 
natural, historical or cultural 
areas, according to the 
International Federation of 
Park Rangers. Therefore, a 
park ranger protects natural 
resources, and teaches us 
the importance of the area 
we visit.

• Monitor and protect 
natural areas.
• Welcome and attend 
visitors at the nature 
reserves.
• Carry out biological 
monitoring of the area.
• Provide first aid.
• Prevent and control 
wildfires.
• Be a link between visitors 
and institutions.
• Make environmental 
complaints.

By Vitza Cabrera

By  Charlotte Vizuett 

One Week as 
a Park Ranger

he work of the park rangers is one 
of those tasks that we imagine as 
a constant walk through trails with 
spectacular views in paradisiacal 
places. Although part of their 

activities are carried out in natural areas that 
they help protect, there is also the other part 
of the work, the one that is risky and requires 
attending visitors who don’t always know or 
respect the rules.

When I had the opportunity to participate in 
the “We are all park rangers” program in the 
summer of 2020, I was very excited to be 
able to support their work, as well as being 
outdoors and learning from their experiences.

The beginning of the day was marked by the 
coffee pot that we shared in the guardhouse, 
sending the radio report of how the night had 
been and if visitors had arrived. Between the 
cool wind and the mist, we carried coffee in 
the thermos while we did the morning tour, 
from the entrance of the Punta Mazo Nature 
Reserve to El Playon and back.

Sometimes when we returned from the tour 
there was nothing to report, other times we 
had observed an irregularity, and we had 
to take out the GPS to mark the location, 
take photos and send the report. Nature 
conservation also knows about bureaucracies 
and it’s necessary to keep a record.

Photo by Terra Peninsular A.C.

Park rangers guide visitors in the 
San Quintin nature reserves.

T
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The most complex tasks were the interactions 
with the visitors, particularly asking them to 
please follow the rules and recommendations. 
The vast majority of people who visit 
protected areas recognize the importance 
of their conservation, and the relationship 
that this has with the rules. However, this is 
not always the case. Once we saw someone 
riding an ATV on a path that is exclusively 
for pedestrians, and when we asked him to 
please not to do it, he left us talking to a cloud 
of dust.

An important part of the park rangers’ work is 
all the activities to maintain the infrastructure 
of the protected areas, the roads, the signs, 
the toilets, the trails. All this in addition to 
supporting visitors in case they have any 
questions or problems. The roads between 
the dunes are often deceptive, and often you 
think that you go to one place and end up in 
another, or the car gets stuck, and it’s the park 
rangers who help in those cases.

One day we took a tour of the Monte Ceniza 
Nature Reserve to check some points with the 
GPS, and we went up and down the volcano 
twice, with the sun on our back and the wind 
in our faces.

Photo by Terra Peninsular A.C.

Photo by Sofía Garduño.

Photo by Sofía Garduño.
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Another day we had to maintain the roads, 
and we carried volcanic stones to mark the 
boundary. At first, I was very confident when 
I believed my colleague Héctor when he said 
that since they were volcanic, they were bumpy 
and did not weigh. Although my back hurt, the 
goal was accomplished and the boundary was 
marked.

Spending seven days as a park ranger allowed 
me to experience the challenges of their work 
and reaffirmed the deep respect I feel for all 
the people who dedicate their lives to the 
protection of natural areas. Thanks to their 
work there is a presence in the territory, and 
they are the first line of defense.
Yes, working with the background landscape 
where the sea and the desert meet is a luxury, 
but dedicating one’s life to caring for the 
natural beauty is a commitment that gives our 
existence a purpose.

Photo by Terra Peninsular A.C.

Photo by Terra Peninsular A.C.

Photo by Terra Peninsular A.C.

12

PERSPECTIVE

VOL. 6 • NO. 23 • NOVEMBER 2021



INTERESTING FACTS



14

INTERESTING FACTS



Volunteers
 in the Sierra 
de San Pedro 

Martir

his year, we partnered with Driscoll’s to carry 
out a series of volunteer events in the Sierra 
San Pedro Martir National Park, which are aimed 
at raising awareness of the importance of park 
rangers. These activities are part of the Sierra 

San Pedro Martir Forest Management project that started 
this year and which also includes reforestation and forest 
management actions.

As part of the “We are all park rangers” initiative, Driscoll’s 
volunteers had the opportunity to learn about the daily 
work of park rangers in the national park, and became 
familiar with the visitor attention process. In addition to 
learning about minimal environmental impact techniques 
through the principles of Leave No Trace.

In the same way, they carried out conservation actions that 
benefit the ecosystem, such as rehabilitating fire break 
gaps, water infiltration and soil retention works and building 
wooden dams, among others.

This year different volunteer events were held, in which 
50 volunteers from the agricultural company participated, 
as well as staff members from Terra Peninsular, the National 
Astronomical Observatory, forest brigade members and 
park rangers.

By Antonieta Valenzuela and Saruhén Avila

Photo courtesy of Driscoll’s.

Photo by Saruhen Ávila.

T
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Photo by Saruhen Ávila. Photo by Saruhen Ávila.
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An Approach to Ensenada 
Native Bees

Did you know that there are approximately 
500 species of bees in Ensenada?

By Diego de Pedro

Female of Agapostemon sp collecting pollen. Photo by Luz Abril Garduño.
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nsenada has a high 
richness bee diversity. 
This is because it is 
placed in the California 

Floristic Province, one of the 
most bee diverse regions in 
the world.

Unlike honey bees (Apis 
mellifera), which are originally 
from Europe and Africa, native 
bees have been present in the 
peninsula for millions of years. 
This has made it possible to 
diverge in hundreds of different 
species adapted to the native 
flora. Bees are the most diverse 
group of pollinators from the 
California Floristic Province. They 
are so diverse that you can find 
bees of different sizes and body 
forms. Also, there are solitary 
and social bees.

Some of the most abundant 
groups of bees in Ensenada are 
presented below:

Sweat bees

The Halictini tribe is also 
known as sweat bees due 
to observations of them 
sucking the sweat of people. 
These bees are of small to 
medium size (3 millimeters to 1 
centimeter approximately.) and 
nest in loam or sandy soil and 
they could be both solitary or 
social nesters. There are three 
different genus in Ensenada: 
Agapostemon, Halictus and 
Lasioglossum. 

It’s very common to find them 
in parks, gardens and in fields 
visiting a high flowers variety. 
Agapostemon males are green 
in the anterior body part, and 
yellow-black banded in the 
posterior. While the females of 
most Agapostemon species 
are completely green.

Male of Diadasia sp. sleeping on a flower (Calochortus weedii). 
Photo by Diego de Pedro.

Male of Diadasia sp. Photo by Diego de Pedro.
18
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Digger bees

The bees of the Anthophorini 
tribe, are medium to big 
size bees (5mm to 15 mm 
approx.), with very hairy legs 
useful to collect pollen. They 
usually nest in soil, sand and 
sandstone. That’s why they 
are known as digger bees. 
  
In Baja California it is possible 
to find two genera of this 
group: Anthophora and 
Habropoda the first one being 
more abundant. Digger bees 
visit a high diversity of flowers, 
and it is common to see them 
in sage and chaparral currant. 
They are very fast fliers and 
some species like Anthophora 
californica are striking 
because of their white neat 
bands.

Female of Anthophora californica taken with an electronic stereoscope. Photo by Diego de Pedro.

Male of Anthophora crotchii taken with an electronic stereoscope. Photo by Diego de Pedro.
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Chimney bees

Diadasia is the only genus of 
Emphorini tribe in Ensenada 
and are known under chimney 
bees name because they use 
to build small chimney-shaped 
nest entrances. Diadasia species 
are also known as cactus 
bees since some species only 
visit cactus flowers. Although, 
some species are specialists in 
composite flowers (Asteraceae). 

Male of Diadasia sp. Photo by Diego de Pedro.

♦ Diego has a Master of Science and specializes in the ecology of bees.                                  
Arthropod Museum of Baja California, CICESE. diego@cicese.edu.mx    

In Ensenada they are commonly 
observed on mallow flowers 
where males sleep. 

These are a few of the 
approximately 500 species 
known in Ensenada municipality. 
To take care of them you can 
plant some native flowers in 
your garden as sage, mallows, 
manzanitas and California 
sunflowers. Also, succulents and 
cactus flowers are very attractive 
for bees.

20
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Making a 
Change From 
Home  :  
Native Gardens 
By Karla González
Editing by Marcela Danemann

n the middle of this year 2021, the United 
Nations Organization (UN) provided the 
report on climate change and the irreversible 
effects that are already occurring. This is 

already a fact and not at all favorable.

Long ago, the idea of ecosystem restoration stuck 
in my mind after witnessing an incredible success 
story within the Colorado River Delta, northeast of 
Baja California. The delta has suffered a history of 
drought and indiscriminate logging as a result of 
different activities for almost eight decades. For 
more than 20 years, different organizations have 
dedicated themselves to recovering and restoring 
ecosystems, returning them to their original state. 
I had no idea what could be achieved with a good 
knowledge of native plants and good planning 
in the short, medium and long term.

After that great learning, being within the city of 
Ensenada -a city with so much nature, so little 
understood and that is rapidly being destroyed-, 
I asked myself: how could we begin restoration 
within so much concrete? How could we create 
connectivity between our gray spaces and the 
countryside, around the city? How can we give 
wildlife a chance to save itself?

The response was not long coming. In those days, 
someone asked me for my support to create a 
space with native plants that would allow them to 
attract pollinators. As we worked on it, the dream of 
replicating that work in more places began to grow.

Native gardens

A native garden is a space designated 
for the use of native plants of a certain 
place with a purpose, whether to attract 
birds, butterflies or bees; to create 
shadow, add colors or to appreciate the 
landscape, or also for children to play.

There is a universe of possibilities from 
these gardens, it’s a matter of letting 
your imagination fly. And the most 
interesting thing is that - regardless 
of the style you have - you will be 
contributing to the restoration of our 
ecosystems and the conservation of 
native vegetation. vegetation that in the 
case of our Baja California region, has 

21
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Some of the native plants of 
Baja California

We need to be inclusive with her in all 
aspects, adopt them in our lives and a great 
way to start is by incorporating a variety of 
species in your garden. Global warming is 
here, but we can reduce its ravages with this 
restoration strategy, being part of the change 
from our homes.

• California poppy (Eschscholzia californica).
• California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum).
• Fragrance sage (Salvia clevelandii).
• California brittlebush (Encelia californica).

♦ Karla González is an environmentalist and naturalist, she is the 
founder of Pétalos y Miel. petalosymielblog@gmail.com

adapted for thousands of years, which 
has suffered havoc by the architecture 
by not considering its presence, which 
disappears with the activity of land 
clearing, which is burned with the arson 
year after year and harassed with unjust 
illegal looting.

Native bees inside a flower. Photo by Karla González.

California brittlebush, one of the native 
flowers of Baja California. Photo by Karla González.
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Responsible Tourism Meeting

iven the growing demand of visitors 
at the natural areas in San Quintin, 
together with the Secretariat of 
Sustainable Economy and Tourism 

we convened the first meeting for responsible 
tourism aimed at local and regional tourism 
service providers.

The goal was to provide information on 
the importance of good practices and 
recommendations to visit the protected natural 
areas of the bay, such as the Punta Mazo and 
Monte Ceniza nature reserves, as well as the 
wetlands of international importance.

The event was held in two parts, the first event 
took place in San Quintin on August 11, 2021. It 
was attended by 48 people from more than 20 

local groups dedicated to recreational fishing, 
and tourism service providers. The second part 
was held virtually on September 6, 2021, and it 
was attended by 12 people from 10 groups from 
Baja California, in particular Tijuana, Tecate and 
Ensenada.

During both events, the attendees had the 
opportunity to express their doubts, opinions 
and comments, as well as proposals on ways 
to collaborate together to carry out responsible 
and sustainable tourism.

Finally, the objective of the meetings was 
fulfilled and it allowed us to get to know each 
other. We hope to continue coordinating joint 
actions that allow us to continue conserving 
the richness and beauty of San Quintin Bay.

By Mirna Borrego and Vitza Cabrera

An event to share good practices to 

visit protected natural areas

The first part of the event was on-site in San Quintin. Photo by Terra Peninsular.
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Thank You 
Home Depot 
This year we received paint buckets 
and tools as a donation from Home 
Depot Mexico. These materials will be 
used to maintain the facilities of the 
nature reserves that we protect, so 
that these facilities will be in the best 
conditions to receive visitors. And 
the tools (shovels, chainsaws, picks, 
rakes, machetes, axes, helmets and 
gloves) will be donated to the team of 
forest firefighters, this way they can 
continue their activities with the right 
equipment.

Photo by Roberto Chino.

Phoo by  Roberto Chino.

Photo by Roberto Chino.

Photo by  Roberto Chino.
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Rewriting the 
Story of the 
Giant Sea Bass
By Arturo Ramírez, Timothy Rowell, Leticia Cavole, 
Arturo Hernández, Isaí Domínguez, Antonio Gomez, 
Edgardo Ochoa, Jhonatan Castro, Tomás Camacho and 
Jorge Torre

Documenting the presence of giant sea bass in the region 
of Isla  Natividad, Baja California Sur. 
Photo by Isaí Domínguez.
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he world was very different when 
we started this research project 
in March 2017. Social interactions 
and face masks were only common 
in hospitals. International news 
was a colorful mosaic of topics 

and not a single global health emergency topic 
was mentioned. In December, we published in 
the Mediterranews magazine the launch of the 
Mero Gigante project, an initiative that seeks 
to generate scientific knowledge and provide 
technical information to fishers, managers and 
government agencies to develop management 
strategies aimed at the giant sea bass (Stereolepis 
gigas) in the Mexican seas. And so, we began to 
build the story that would forever change what 
we know about the giant sea bass.

This species, in addition to being the largest of 
the coastal bony fishes that inhabit the coasts of 
the Baja California peninsula and California, is a 
top predator with an important function in coastal 
ecosystems. However, despite its large size, this 
species went unnoticed by science in Mexico 
until recently.

Before 2017, the scientific information, evaluations, 
records or gray literature of this species in Mexican 
waters were lacking. This absence of information 
was a decisive element for the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) to classify 
the giant sea bass as a critically endangered 
species. In the assessment, the IUCN concluded 
that the population is considered “Severely 
fragmented [as a result of overfishing], which has 
led to a continuous decline in mature individuals.” 
However, it acknowledges the lack of information 
on the Mexican populations. As a result of this 
project, now we know that the populations of this 
species in Mexican waters can represent three 
quarters of the total population.

T
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Distribution of the giant sea bass (Stereolepis gigas) from 
Humboldt Bay, California to the tip of the Baja California 
peninsula and the entire Gulf of California, based on 
11,251 records obtained from scientific collections, 
independent assessments of fisheries, commercial and 
recreational fisheries, and global databases. Source: 
Ramírez-Valdez et al. (2021).   
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The giant sea bass is known as the “king of the kelp 
forests”, here dominating the scene among a large bank 
of blacksmith chromis (Chromis punctipinnis), in Isla 
Natividad, Baja California Sur. Photo by Maru Brito.



The first results of our research suggest that the 
population of this iconic fish is probably higher 
than previously reported, especially in Mexico. 
This work incorporates the historical analysis of 
the fishery, spatial analysis of contemporary fishing 
and preliminary results of biological monitoring, as 
well as an exhaustive review of the geographic 
distribution of the species. Some of the most 
important findings of this work include that the 
so-called giant sea bass fishery collapse recorded 
by the United States fleet was actually a change 
in fishing regulations between the two countries, 
and that the Mexican commercial fleet has caught 
an average of 50 tons per year in the last 50 
years. In addition, we will soon publish the age 
and growth analysis using otoliths, and the size 
distribution, among other important features of the 
life history of this species, which together with the 
fishing statistics, will allow recommendations to be 
made to improve the management of this species. 
In addition, we will actively participate in updating 
the assessment for this species, and with the new 
information available, in addition to the new IUCN 
assessment protocols, we are optimistic about the 
possible outcome. But that will be part of the next 
story.

At the beginning of the project, 
we feared not finding records, 
and therefore confirming the 
critical conservation status of this 
species. Fortunately, the reality 
was different. The collaborative 
network that we created 
between researchers from both 
sides of the US-Mexico border, 
non-governmental organizations, 
fishers, and government agencies 
has been key to obtaining records, 
fishing reports, and biological 
samples.

This information and the 
collaboration with Comunidad 
y Biodiversidad (COBI),  fishing 
cooperatives Ensenada, Buzos y 
Pescadores de la Baja California, 
Pescadores Nacionales de 
Abulón, and the Asociación 
Pesquera Regasa, allowed 
the organization of a scientific 
expedition to register this species 
in its natural environment for the 
first time in Mexican waters. In 
this expedition, we documented 
the presence of giant sea bass in 
the rocky reefs and kelp forests 
of Punta Baja, Sacramento reef 
and Isla Natividad in the Baja 
California peninsula, thereby 
accomplishing one of the first 
objectives of the project.

Juan Carlos Villaseñor, a member of the 
project, diving in search of giant sea bass in 
the forests of Baja California. 
Photo by Isaí Domínguez.

The project team during the expedition in Isla Natividad, Baja California Sur. From left to right: 
(top) Juan Carlos Villaseñor, Raziel Hernández, Kayla Blincow, Talullah Winquist, Ben Meissner, 
Jhonatan Castro and Sara Minarro; (below) Arturo Hernández, Arturo Ramírez, Jacobo Caamal, 
Antonio Gomez, Isaí Domínguez.

An aggregation of giant groupers on Isla Natividad, 
Baja California Sur. Photo by Maru Brito.
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This project has shown how symmetry across 
international borders in research and fishery data 
can create significant barriers to understanding 
the past and present status of a species like 
the giant sea bass of a transboundary species 
such as the giant sea bass, and hinder the 
implementation of sustainable practices. This 
is also an acknowledgment to all who have 
collaborated in this initiative, and an invitation to 
all together: fishing cooperatives, independent 
and recreational fishers, civil organizations, 
researchers, and government agencies. Let’s 
continue collaborating to have more positive 
stories about the management of our marine 
resources. We invite you to support this and 
other initiatives that seek to improve the 
conditions of our marine resources. Visit us at 
merogigante.org

Finally, while it is true that the health emergency 
that the world is experiencing has impacted 
our lives and realigned our priorities, it is also 
true that we must continue to work on what 
is important while we resolve what is urgent. 
Having healthy oceans and and well managed 
fisheries is very important.
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Wildlife of the 
Nature Reserves
By Antonieta Valenzuela     Photos taken with camera trap

ur mission is to protect and manage 
natural areas in Baja California, and 
one of the protected sites is the Valle 
Tranquilo Nature Reserve, where we 

monitor wildlife using camera traps. This allows 
us to know the mammals and birds that live 
there and that are part of the natural heritage.. 
Thanks to this tool we know that the reserve is 
home to pumas, deers, coyotes, bobcats, foxes, 
and quails. This year we’re particularly excited 
because we registered more pumas than 
previous years.

We seek to protect the nature reserves in the 
long term through the certification of an Area 
Voluntarily Destined for Conservation given by 
the Mexican government. Also, staff members 
and park rangers carry out management activities 
in the nature reserves, such as installing signs, 
monitoring, delimiting trails, attending visitors, 
among others.

Learn about the protected areas at 
https://terrapeninsular.org/en/work-areas/ 
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Contribute to 
productive activities 

Help purify the air 
we breathe

Improve your emotional 
well-being and reduce stress

Natural areas guarantee that productive 
activities continue to benefit hundreds of 
families, as the health of the ecosystem 
remains in balance. They also help maintain 
water quality, and therefore allow activities 
such as oyster farming and fishing. An 
ecosystem in balance means that the 
species have stable populations, this allows 
us to take advantage of the resources for 
many years without exploiting them. 

Wetlands, just like forests, capture 
carbon dioxide from the air and convert 
it into the oxygen we breathe. It has 
even been found that wetlands can 
capture more dioxide than forests.

The pandemic showed us that we need to 
get out into the wild more than ever. When 
we approach a natural landscape, such as the 
beach, wetlands, volcanoes and dunes, we feel 
more relaxed than in the city, as they help us to 
relax and reduce stress of the fast-paced life. 

10 Benefits of 
the Natural 
Protected 
Areas in 

San Quintin
By Vitza Cabrera, Mirna Borrego and 

Antonieta Valenzuela

San Quintin is a unique place 
surrounded by wetlands, dunes, 

sandy beaches and volcanoes, many 
of these sites are within protected 
natural areas, which are spaces of 
great natural beauty that provide 

many benefits.

Photo by Dzoara Rubio.

Photo by Terra Peninsular A.C.
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Economic benefits

Protection against 
natural disasters

Safeguard our history 
and culture for future 
generations

San Quintín Bay is a protected natural area where 
we can enjoy activities such as fishing, hiking, 
surfing, cycling, etc. that create jobs and economic 
development. There are also groups that visit these 
areas as part of the ecotourism offer, this provides 
an economic benefit for both tour operators and the 
local community. So keeping a healthy and beautiful 
place attracts many more people who can help 
create more jobs.

They protect the bay from irreversible 
natural disasters that could alter the 
quality of the water and consequently 
harm hundreds of families and the 
ecosystem. The bay is surrounded by 
coastal dunes, which prevent water from 
the Pacific Ocean from directly entering 
Bahia Falsa. This has created an ideal 
ecosystem for oyster farming, as well 
as a nursery area for many species of 
invertebrates, fish and plants. The coastal 
dunes help in the protection of the bay 
as they prevent erosion, since they are 
an obstacle against the wind. Without 
these coastal dunes this environment 
would not be possible.

Within the protected natural areas of San Quintin we find 
sites of high archaeological value, which were also the 
home and refuge of our ancestors. By keeping these places 
preserved and with little human presence, we can maintain 
these spaces without any impact and thus discover how our 
ancestors lived many years ago. This way we can teach the 
future generations a way of life that respects nature and to 
learn about our native communities.

Photo by  Laura Tamayo.

Photo by Jonathan Villarreal.
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Outdoor activities

Preserve the natural wealth of 
Mexico and the world

Provide refuge and 
resting place for 
thousands of birds 

Protection to 
wildlife

Some of these activities are hiking, kayaking, 
cycling, nature photography, running, nature 
festivals, environmental education, research, 
etc. If the landscape disappears, we will not 
have natural areas where we can enjoy these 
activities.

Mexico is one of the richest countries in 
terms of flora and fauna, as well as having 
one of the best preserved wetlands. San 
Quintín is a place with a great wealth of 
plants and animals, which you can only 
find in this place. If we continue to take 
care of them, we contribute to conserving 
its natural beauty.

The bay and its protected natural 
areas are essential for migratory birds 
that come to rest, reproduce and feed. 
Birds always look for well-preserved, 
isolated spaces, without so much 
noise and with a large amount of 
food so that they can really rest and 
regain energy. We have the mission of 
conserving this space for birds in San 
Quintin. Without it, birds will look for a 
more distant place and will simply die 
on the way when they cannot find a 
place to rest and eat.

Natural areas provide a safe home to plants and 
animals that are vulnerable to our presence. By 
losing these species, the entire ecosystem is 
affected because as we have realized with the 
pandemic, we are all connected.

Photo by Jonathan Villarreal.

Photo by Laura Tamayo.

Photo by Dzoara Rubio.
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The Work 
of  Forest 

Firefighters
By Charlotte Vizzuett and Antonieta Valenzuela

Photos by Roberto Chino

he forest firefighters are the members 
of the brigades, firefighters and park 
rangers that participate in the fight of 
wildfires in Baja California.

During 2020, 141 fires were registered in Baja 
California, affecting more than 79,000 hectares 
and 7,717 days per person were dedicated to 
fighting the fires in the state. In addition, 9 
out of 10 fires registered in Mexico have been 
caused by human activities. 

The characteristics of the forest landscapes 
of Baja California make them very susceptible 
to fire, since we live in a semi-arid area with 
grasslands, which increases the chances of 
a fire spreading. And during the summer, in 
wooded areas there are usually thunderstorms, 
which are the main causes of natural fires.

Every year, firefighters put their lives at risk to 
protect our forests, natural areas and homes. 
That is why this year we launched a campaign 
with the mission of raising funds to train and 
equip park rangers, firefighters and forest 
firefighters from San Quintin and the Sierra San 
Pedro Martir.

Thanks to the support of 25 donors, forest 
firefighters will be able to carry out their 
activities with greater security and confidence. 
We also want to thank the Sierra San Pedro 
Martir hotshots for helping us promote this 
campaign and to Home Depot Mexico for 
donating equipment.

What will we do with your donation?

• Strengthen and train more than 50 
forest fire fighters in the state in fire 
prevention and fighting techniques.
• Provide personal protective 
equipment, such as high temperature 
resistant  pants, backpacks, 
helmets and gloves.
• Provide materials and equipment 
to deal with forest fires.
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Importance of the sierra

Testimonials

Because of the characteristics of the soil, 
the Sierra San Pedro Martir works like a 
sponge that absorbs water from rain and 
snow, and filters it through underground 
channels that create the main streams in 
the region, such as El Salado, San Rafael, 
San Telmo, Santo Domingo and San Simon.

These streams supply the aquifers of the 
coastal valleys of the Pacific and supply 
water for agricultural production, mainly 
Punta Colonet, Camalú, Vicente Guerrero, 
San Quintín and El Rosario.

“I started as a forest fighter in 2011 as a volunteer, 
and in 2019 I formally joined the brigade. Once you 
are there, you work so hard that you get tired, but you 
want to give even more. If you are a firefighter it is 
because you like it, we are passionate about that job 
despite the risks to which you expose yourself.”
-Daniel Orona

“I’m from Ex-hacienda Sinaloa, from the town 
below, and it’s been four years since I’ve been 
a member of the brigade. Wearing the uniform 
you feel more protected, with gloves and a 
helmet, you also identify yourself as a firefighter 
and they respect you more.”
-Antonio Flores

“More than anything I’d like to thank the 
support we have had in recent years from 
civil organizations and volunteers, we feel 
very fortunate. To include the entire public 
here we say that We are all park rangers, if we 
can all take care of this place by not littering, 
recommending someone who is making a 
bonfire where it should not be. A park ranger is 
a person who is dedicated to the conservation of 
nature, and we can all be park rangers.”
-Felipe León
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Meet some of the members of the forest 
brigade of the Sierra de San Pedro 
Martir National Park:
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Nahuales
and the 

Protectors of Baja

• Tell us more about who you are 
and your career as an artist.

• How would you describe the 
collection Guardianes de la Baja? 
What inspired you to create it?

I grew up in Tijuana and went to 
elementary school in San Diego. 
I graduated from Architecture 
and then I moved to Los Ange-
les, where I found a ceramics 
studio and I began to pursue my 
project. That’s where the Perro 
y arena project began. I have 
been working on it for several 
years now, and a few months 
ago I decided to concentrate 
one hundred percent on this 
project, and learn more about 
ceramics, and the different tech-
niques.

On the one hand, one of the first 
inspirations is the concept of the 
nahual (spelled nagual). In the 
pre-Hispanic culture, it’s a per-
son who has the ability to trans-
form into an animal. The idea is 
that when a person is born an 
animal is also born, which is your 
spirit guide and there is a con-
nection with this animal. There 
are people who have a stron-
ger connection, and that gives 
them the ability to become this 
animal. On the other hand, there 
is the connection with the nati-
ve fauna. Actually, all my work 
is inspired by the fauna around 
me. 

I made the figures in certain po-
sitions, they are not on the de-
fensive with weapons or sticks 
ready to fight, they are rather sit-
ting, meditating, enjoying nature 
and seeing flowers. Guardians 
shouldn’t be in defensive mode, 
they should be relaxed, and it’s 
something I wanted to express.

Interview to Sócrates Medina by Charlotte Vizzuett
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•  What inspires you from 
Baja California?

I’m pretty drawn to the connec-
tion between desert and ocean, 
how these desert landscapes 
are very different, you can see 
many colors. There are so many 
different ecosystems in Baja, 
and that’s something I really like.

The “Guardianes de la Baja” (protectors of Baja California) 
is a collection created in homage to the natural beauty of 
the flora and fauna of Baja California, and the guardians 
who protect the peninsula. It was on display online and in 
Tijuana in the summer of 2021 and 20% of the proceeds 
were donated to Terra Peninsular. In addition, Socrates 
created clay nahuales that were given to the Board mem-
bers to celebrate the organization’s 20th anniversary.
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www.perroyarena.com/






